THE  THIRD  REPUBLIC

country's powerful resources and to the patriotism of the French. After
having beheld the whole French army taken prisoner, France was, in this
brief interval, able to put into the field a new army .. . larger than that
which had been destroyed/ And Von der Goltz: 'History must acknow-
ledge in Gambetta two undeniable merits which will adorn his memory.
The first was to have restored to France a feeling of her strength immedi-
ately after she had fallen so low; the second was that he cleared the way
for a moral renewal.' The struggle between Thiers and Gambetta had
been none other than that between the chanson de geste and the fabliau; it
was the perennial French struggle.